
“If you don’t ensure that you have a strong IP portfolio, you don’t have any 
value as a company in the medical industry. HØIBERG has collaborated with 
NMD Pharma since its inception at Aarhus University, and they have been 
crucial in creating the very strong IP portfolio that the company has today,” 
states Thomas Holm Pedersen, founder and CEO of NMD Pharma

From the world of research to a commercial business
Thomas Holm Pedersen holds a position as associate professor at the 
Department of Biomedicine at Aarhus University. During his research, he 
discovered that the human muscle chloride channel; CIC-1, could be 
pharmacologically targeted to enhance neuromuscular transmission and 
restore muscle function with potential therapeutic benefit for patients living 
with neuromuscular diseases. As a result, he began developing a small 
molecule inhibitor that could target CIC-1. 

Eight years after founding NMD Pharma in 2015, the company’s current IP 
portfolio consists of fifteen active patent families across the world. 

NMD Pharma is built on a meticulously constructed IP portfolio
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“HØIBERG’s strategic expertise has been invaluable in establishing the 
high quality of NMD Pharma’s IP portfolio, which they’ve built from 
scratch. From the outset, HØIBERG has been proficient at constructing 
and developing the portfolio, deciding upon the optimal strategy, and 
making a long-term plan in order to achieve the best possible portfolio,” 
says Thomas Holm Pedersen. 

NMD Pharma’s value and development depend on a strong IP portfolio
“The future of NMD Pharma depends on HØIBERG’s ability to continuously 
develop a strong IP portfolio for us. HØIBERG’s ability to use patents, within an 
effective IP strategy, to ensure NMD Pharma is strongly protected by multiple 
layers of patent protection is essential to the company’s development.”

HØIBERG’s scientific understanding and IP knowledge is  comprehensive
Thomas Holm Pedersen elaborates on why HØIBERG is so skilled at constructing 
and building IP portfolios. “HØIBERG is quick at understanding our research and 
aligning it with relevant commercial and legal matters — their scientific 
understanding is extremely high,” he says and points to three specific areas of 
expertise at HØIBERG.



“First, HØIBERG’s patent consultants are highly educated within the field of chemistry, so they can 
rapidly understand and accurately describe our innovative ideas. Second, HØIBERG has a 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of our market and other companies - they 
constantly know what is going on. Finally, HØIBERG has a broad, up-to-date understanding of the 
complexities of patent law worldwide and the dynamic landscape of legal proceedings in the 
area of pharmaceuticals - that puts them in a strong position to advocate for and enforce NMD 
Pharma’s IP portfolio,” explains Thomas Holm Pedersen. 

HØIBERG’s strategic approach ensures investment
Time to market and time on the market are both essential factors to consider when acquiring 
investments within the pharmaceuticals industry. Time to market concerns the clinical trials. That 
aspect is solely run by NMD Pharma. 

“Time on the market concerns company IP and patents — how to ensure the longest possible 
lifecycle for the product, meaning exclusive rights, once it hits the market. This is where HØIBERG 
plays a crucial part for NMD Pharma,” states Thomas Holm Pedersen. 

“HØIBERG has constructed our IP portfolio in a way where layers of patents support each other, 
eventually replacing each other. For example, by filing method/use patents alongside the original 
composition of matter patents, whilst prosecuting and maintaining our patents cost-effectively. 
HØIBERG has developed a robust IP portfolio that guarantees us a long-term monopoly on the 
market and ensures NMD Pharma’s ability to attract investments,” says Thomas Holm Pedersen. 

Get in touch
Want to hear more about how HØIBERG can help your 
company with your strategic IP approach.

Contact our European Patent Attorney Anna Siegbahn.

Anna Siegbahn
European Patent Attorney  
T: (+45) 3332 0337
asi@hoiberg.com

NMD Pharma — from research to commercial business

NMD Pharma discovers and develops novel 
therapeutics for neuromuscular diseases.

Born from the research community at Aarhus 
University, this company is an example of how 
innovation and entrepreneurship can evolve into a 
large and successful business through a 
meticulously constructed, thorough IP strategy and 
IP portfolio.

In 2014, while Thomas Holm Pedersen was still full-
time academic researcher, he began working with 
HØIBERG through the technology transfer office at 
Aarhus University. HØIBERG was responsible for the 
patentability assessment of the invention — an 
assessment that would pave the way for both NMD 
Pharma’s first patent and the company itself, which 
was founded in 2015.

a solid foundation for continuing our work together for 
many years,” Thomas Holm concludes.

A broad, global patent portfolio
With fifteen active patent families globally, the team responsible for NMD Pharma’s IP portfolio is 
now a close-knit trio: The company’s in-house patent attorney, an American patent attorney, and 
HØIBERG. “We have a very good relationship with HØIBERG, at the personal level also, and we have 
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